
 

 

 

 

  

 

Social Host Ordinances help the 

feel 

supported in their choice NOT to. 

― cities in Sherburne County have 

a SHO, in addition to a county-wide 

ordinance. 

― Over  towns and cities in MN 

have already adopted SHOs. 

―  counties in MN have adopted a 

SHO. 

―  of Sherburne County students 

who reported consuming alcohol in 

the past month said they obtained 

the alcohol from parties. 1 

―  SHO violations occurred 

between 2012-2020. 2 

―  of adults in Sherburne County 

reported that adults allowing or 

tolerating youth alcohol use is a 

problem. 3 

 
1 Based on 2019 MN Student Survey data for Sherburne County                      

grades 8,9, & 11  

2 Local law enforcement data from BLPD, BPD, ERPD, & SCSO 

3 Based on 2016 Central MN Community Health Survey  

 

 

Underage parties? 

If you’re aware, you’re responsible.  

A Social Host Ordinance (SHO) holds individuals (social 

hosts) criminally responsible for hosting or allowing an 

event on private or public property where persons under 

age 21 possess or consume alcohol, regardless of who 

supplies the alcohol to the minors.  

This ordinance applies to situations in which:  

✓ The social host knows or reasonably should know that 

alcohol is being possessed or consumed by underage 

persons at their residence or premises or at any event 

they are hosting on public or private property.  

✓ The social host fails to take reasonable steps to prevent 

possession or consumption by underage persons.   

Violation of the ordinance will be a misdemeanor subject to 

a maximum penalty of 90 days in jail and/or a $1,000 fine.   
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This material is supported, but not endorsed, by the CDC/HHS. 

 

For more information, visit: 

www.sherburnesupcoalition.org 

 

 

What a Social Host Ordinance IS NOT: 

✓ Parents cannot be charged for allowing or permitting 

alcohol use by their own child while present in their own 

household. 

✓ This does not apply to legally protected religious 

observations.  

✓ Individuals cannot be charged if they take steps to 

prevent the underage drinking once they realize it is 

occurring.  

 



 

Leave the Door Open for Safer Options 

If you are hosting a teen party… 

✓ Plan in advance. Go over party plans with your teen. Encourage your teen to plan non-

alcohol related group activities or games.  

✓ Keep parties small. 10 – 15 teens for each adult. Make sure at least one adult is present at all 

times. Ask other parents to come over to help if you need it. 

✓ Set a guest list. The party should be for invited guests only. No “crashers” allowed. This will 

avoid the “open party” situation.  

✓ Set starting & ending times for the party. Check local curfew laws to determine an ending 

time.  

✓ Set party “rules” and your expectations. Discuss them with your teen before the party. 

Rules should include the following: 

o No tobacco, alcohol, or other drugs. 

o No one can leave the party and then return. 

o Lights are left on at all times. 

o Certain rooms of the house are off-limits. 

✓ Have plenty of food and non-alcoholic beverages available. Also, put your alcohol and 

any prescription or over-the-counter medications in a locked cabinet.  

✓ Be there, but not square. Pick out a spot where you can see what is going on without being 

in the way. You can also help serve snacks and beverages.  

If your teen is going to a party… 

✓ Know where your teen is going and how long they will be there. Have the phone number 

and address of the party. Ask your teen to call you if any party details change.   

✓ Call the parent of the party host to make sure a parent will be home the entire time and 

supervising the party.  

✓ Talk with your teen beforehand about how to handle a situation where alcohol is available 

at a party.  

✓ Make sure your teen has a way to get to & from the party. Make it easy for your teen to 

leave a party by making it clear that they can call at any time for a ride home.  

✓ Be up to greet your teen when they come home. This can be a good way to check the 

time and talk about the evening.  

Source: American Academy of Pediatrics 

 
How to Report a Possible Violation 

To report parties or gatherings where minors have access to alcohol, call 9-1-1. Your call may 

prevent motor vehicle crashes, sexual assault, unintentional injuries, or alcohol poisoning. 

 


